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PRESS RELEASE Strasbourg, 12th of October 1987 

On the occasion of the visit of a Delegation of the Supreme Soviet to the European 
Parliament, the Vice Presidents of the EP-Intergroup for Soviet Jewry Elise BOOT, Jas 
GAWRONSKI, Eva GREDAL and Enrique SAPENA GRANELL have together with Michail KHOLMIANSKY, 
an eight years refusenik who just has left the Soviet Union, presented to Mr. Lev 
TOLKUNOV, chairman of the Soviet Delegation a petition in which they ask him to discuss 
with Soviet authorities responsible for granting exit visas the case of the long term 
refuseniks and to do everything that is in his capacity to solve the problem. 

Attached to the petition is a list with nearly 300 names of refuseniks who 
still live in the Soviet Union after they applied for exit visas to Israel 
and were refused more than five and even more than ten years on grounds of 
alleged 'State secrets'. 

The Intergroup calls in this week's debate in an urgent Motion for a Resolution 
on the Soviet Authorities to publish a list with details of the period that 
every person known on Western lists of refuseniks is to be kept in the Soviet 
Union on grounds of 'State secrets'.  Members of the Intergroup think there is 
no better sign of glasnost than to publish such a list'. 

Mr. Michail KHOLMIANSKY will give a press conference at 5 p.m. in room 9 
(Palais), immediately after the Briefing on this Week by Mr. Guido NAETS. 

The Intergroup for Soviet Jewry will held a session today, Monday the 12th 
of October from 5.30 p.m. till 7 p.m. in room 200-IPE. The speaker is Mr. 
Michail KHOLMIANSKY who will give more facts about the life of refuseniks 
in the Soviet Union and who will analyse the political situation in Moscow. 

The Intergroup draws attention to the fact that today the 12th of October 
there will be a simultaneous activity of the Solidarity Committee for Soviet 
Jewry in Amsterdam. Members of this Committee will present continously the 
above mentioned 300 names of long term refuseniks on a big screen on the 'Dam' 
in Amsterdam. 

The Intergroup will also draw attention to a Symposium organised by the 
International Federation of Scientists for Soviet refuseniks on November 22, 
1987 at 11.00 hrs at the Fondation Universitaire, 11 rue Egmont, 1050 Brussels. 
Scientist of high level will discuss the major obstacles facing refusenik 
scientists who apply to emigrate. The organizers are particularly honoured by 
the fact that Victor BRAIL0VSKY former long term refusenik will attend the 
Symposium. Further information from Joan DALE, 33 Seymour Place, London W i ll 
6AT, Telephone (01) - 723 5874.The Intergroup is affiliated to the European Inter-Parliamentary 
Conference for Soviet Jewry 
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Strasbourg, 12th of October 1987 

To: Mr. Lev N. TOLKUNOV 
Chairman of the Soviet of the Union 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet 
visiting the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg on invitation of the Socialist Group 

 

On behalf of the Intergroup for Soviet Jewry, an All Party Group of Members 
of the European Parliament, we would like to welcome you here in Strasbourg. 
We much appreciate your visit and we hope that the discussions during last 
week have contributed to more understanding. 

We would like to present to you a petition in the field of Human Rights 
concerning Soviet Jews waiting on exit visas for Israel during a too long 
period. After applying to emigrate to Israel they were refused for more 
than five and even more than ten and seventeen years on the ground of being 
party to 'State secrets', although it is far but clear what is a state 
secret. 

We would like to ask you to discuss with the appropriate Soviet authorities 
the attached list with of nearly 300 names and do everything that is in 
your capacity co solve the problem in the near future. 

In addition to the list we like also to mention the following names of 
refusenik persons living in Moscow: Pavel Abramovich, Boris Begun, Igor 
Gurvich, Alexander Ioffe, Alexander Kholmiansky, Gedi Kun, Emma Landsman, 
Jakov Rakhlenko, Inna Rozanskaya and Valery Soyfer. 

Looking forward very much to receive an answer from you. 

Sincerely Yours, 



 
On behalf of the vice presidents of the Intergroup, 
Elise Boot. Enrique Sapena Granell 

 
 



On behalf of the former refusehiks now living in Israel 
Michail Kholmiansky. 

The Intergroup is affiliated to the European Inter-Parliamentary Conference for Soviet Jewry 
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Mr. President, D i s t i n g u i s h e d  members of the European P a r l i a m e n t ,  Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 
I ' m  l u c k y  to come to I s r a e l  from th e  USSR 5 weeks ago, w i t h  my w i f e  
and my son. 
D u r i n g  t h e s e  weeks I was o f t e n  asked: S h a l l  we be grateful to 
Gorbachev and t h e  new l e a d e r s h i p  for what they have done? S h a l l  we 
g i v e  them c r e d i t  for the re lease  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  prisoners and the 
increase in the  emigration?  
Such questions surprise me. Why s h a l l  I  be grateful  to the authorit ies that 
grant me e x i t  v i s a  8 years l a t e r  than they should do i t ?  They even  don 't  
apolog ize  and  p re tend they do  me a  favour .  And  what  about tens of  
thousands of  other r e f u s e n i k s  most of  whom have been w a i t i n g  for that 
favor more than 8 years? 
And why s h a l l  we be g r a t e f u l  for t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h e  prisoners who should  
never  be  impr isoned? Somebody apolog ized before  them? Somebody was 
punished for  f raming t h e  charges? May be somebody at  l e a s t  adm i t t e d  that  
in just ice  took p lace?  No! 
And more than 10 former prisoners,  i n c l u d i n g  my brother Alexander 
Kholmyansky, are s t i l l  deprived of t h e i r  r i g h t  to come to Israel, some of  them 
more  than 15 years.  
And s t i l l  I ' m  grateful to t h e  Soviet Government. I 'm  grateful to them for  t h e  
Summer Time they introduced when I  l e f t ,  and that enabled me to leave t h e i r  
country an hour e a r l i e r  t h a t  it would be o t h e r w i s e .  
I t 's a great honour  for  me to be here and to  speak before  you,  and it is a 
great r e sp o n s i b i l i t y .  Bearing t h a t  in mind, I ' l l  t r y  to explain you my 
understanding of the s i t u a t i o n .  
J e w i s h  populat ion in  the USSR is now some 2-3 m i l l i o n s .  How many of 
them want to emigrate? Nobody knows e x a c t l y ,  l i k e  nobody knows the  
exact meaning  of  the  word  "want" .  The fact  is that about  



 
400 .000  expressed  t h e i r  w i l l  in  a  very c lear  fo rm:  they asked  to send them 
an i n v i t a t i o n  from I s r a e l .  
In  t h e  USSR t h i s  step  was and  i s connected w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  r isk ,  so  who  know s ho w 
many  o f  tho se ,  who  want  to  lea ve ,  d i d n ' t  dare  e ven  a s k  fo r  i t ?  
Next s t e p  -  a p p l i c a t i o n  for e x i t  v i s a  -  is much more  dangerous,  so only some t e n  
thousand  Jews o f  the  400.000  used t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n s  and a p p l i e d .  Most o f  them d i d  
so  in  1979 and before,  so  they a r e  r e f u s e n i k s  fo r  8  ye a rs  a nd  lon g e r .  
In  o rder  to  f i n i s h  t h i s  genera l r e v i e w  I  want  to  st ress t h a t  t h e  p rob lem  o f  J e w i s h  
emig ra t ion  f rom the  US SR  ha s now two  a s p e c t s :  1 )  an  u rgen t ,  sho rt  term  one   fo r  
R e f u s e n i k s ,   w a i t i n g  8  yea rs  and  m o re ,  i n  man y  c a se s q u i t e  in  d e s p a i r ;  a nd  2 )  a  
lo ng  te r m aspec t  fo r  th o se  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u sa n d s  ( a t  l ea s t )  w ho  " wa n t " ,  w h o s e  
n am e s  a re  n o t  known to  us f rom the  h e a d l i n e s  o f  t h e  news,  but  whom we m u s t n ' t  
fo rget  c e l e b r a t i n g  the a r r i v a l  in  I s r a e l  o f  Joseph Begun and Ida Nudel . 
Now I 'd  l i k e  to  be more  s p e c i f i c  and  po in t  out  t h e  ma in  p rob lems o f  t h e  pre sent  
s i tua t ion ,  most o f  the m a r e  impor tan t  fo r  bo th  sho r t  and  lo n g  te rm  a spect s .  
F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  present p o l i c y  of t h e  USSR e m i g r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  is to g i v e  v i s a s  
m a i n l y  to well-known r e f u s e n i k s  and to a c t i v i s t s .  Th e re  a r e  tw o  e v id en t  pu rpo se s o f  
suc h  p o l i c y :  1 )  to  p rod uce  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  in  the  West  that  t h e  prob lem is n e a r l y  
so lved ( w h i c h  i s f a r  f r o m  t r u e )  a n d  2 )  t o  l e a v e  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  
here I want to s t r e s s  that J e w i s h  e m i g r a t i o n  from the USSR is a n a t i o n a l  movement  
and not a  problem of a  handful  o f i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l i k e  t h e  S o v i e t s  t r y  to  presen t  i t .  
De sp i t e  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i ve  c h a n g e  d u r i n g  t h e  la s t  8  m o n t h s  t h e  m o s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
feature of t h e  S o v i e t  e m i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y  is a r b i t r a r i n e s s ,  l i k e  it  was from t h e  very 
beginn ing  in  t h e  l a t e  60t ies.  
The a u t h o r i t i e s  use two m a i n  levers to m a n i p u l a t e  the e m i g r a t i o n .  One lever  i s  
wide l y kno w,  i t  i s  so  c a l l e d  " s e c u r i t y "  o r  "secrec y"  o r  " reg ime"  r e f u s a l s .   No  need  
to  say ,  t h a t  in  most  cases  such  re fu sa l  i s  only a p r e t e x t .  S t i l l  I ' l l  ment ion one c a s e  
w i t h  my f r i e n d  V i t a l y  Deg ty ar ev .  H e '  got  " s e c u r i t y "  r e f u s a l  u n t i l  1 992  l a s t  s p r i n g ,  
a nd  a  few w eeks l a t e r  -  a  p e r m i s s i o n .  I  know a R a i s  f a m i l y  f r om V i l n u s ,  t hat  g o t  
" s e c u r i t y "  r e f u s a l  u n t i l  2 0 0 5 .  A n d  i t  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  t h a t  i n  2 00 5  t h e y  a r e  gu ar a nt e ed  
v i s a s .  I t  o n l y  m e a ns  th a t  t h e i r  c a s e  w i l l  not be r e v i s e d  u n t i l  t h a t  d a t e .  

I  needn' t  say  that  the a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n  g i v e  s u c h  r e f u s a l  to anyone,  l i t e r a l l y .  T h e y  
d o n ' t  p r ov e  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n t r o l .  
Another  l e v e r  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  is much l ess  known,  though i t  i s  
n o t  l e s s  i m p or t a n t ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  w o r k s  not  on l y  
a g a i n s t  t ho s e  w ho  a p p l i e d ,  b ut  a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h os e  w h o  o n ly  w ant  t o  do so.  
T h i s  lever  is  so c a l l e d  ' p e r m i s s i o n  from r e l a t i v e s " .  
I ' l l  i l l u s t r a t e  how it  works in my b r o t h e r ' s  case, w h i c h  I n a t u r a l l y  know we 
11. 
M y  b r o t h e r  A l ex a n de r  K h o l m y a n s ky  f i r s t  a p p l i e d  f o r  a n  e x i t  v i s a  i n  1 9 7 8 .  B e i n g  
r e f u s e d ,  h e  b e g a n  t o  s t u d y  H e b r e w ,  J e w i s h  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and l a t e r  
began to  t e a c h  o t h e r s .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  br ought  h i m  to p r i s o n  i n  1 98 4 .  B ut  b ec a us e  
t e a c h i n g  H e br ew  is  f o r m a l l y  n ot  a  c r i m e  i n  t h e  U S S R ,  a  p i s t o l  w i t h  a m m u n i t i o n  w a s  
p l a n t e d  a n d  " f o u n d "  i n  h i s  r o o m  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h o u s e  s e a r c h .   W h e n  A l e x a n d e r  
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h a t ,  i n  p r i s o n ,  he s t a r t e d  a hunger str ike t h a t  l a s t e d  2 months.  
A l e x a n d e r ' s  hunger  st r ike and p r o t e s t s  i n  t h e  W e st  f o r ce d  t he  a u t h o r i t i e s  
to g i v e  h i m  r e l a t i v e l y  short t e r m ,  1 , 5  y e a r s .  H e  s e r v ed  a l l  t h e  t e r m an d  a f t e r  



h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  M o s c o w ,  i t  t o o k  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  t o  r e c o v e r  a f t e r  h i s  
h u n g e r  s t r i k e  more or  less.  
I n  J u l y  1 9 8 6  h e  g o t  m a r r i e d  a n d  l a s t  s u m m e r  h i s  d a u g h t e r  w a s  b o r n .  A n d  n o w  h e  
s t i l l  c a n ' t  go  t o  I s r a e l  b ec a us e  t h a t  s e c on d  l e v er  w o r k s :  h i s  f at h er - i n - l a w  r e f u s e s  t o  
s i g n  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o  f i n a n c i a l  c l a i m s  t o  h i s  dau ght er ,  A l e x a n d e r ' s  
w i f e .   T hou gh  s he  has  n o  out st and i ng  o b l i g a t i o n s  t ow ar ds  h i m ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i n s i s t  on  h i s  per s o na l  s t a t em e nt  an d  do n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  a n y  o t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h e  f a c t .   I t  
b r o u g h t  m y  b r o t h e r ,  a f t e r  s o  m an y  s u f f e r i n g s  t o  a  k i n d  o f  a  " C a t c h  2 2" .  



T h i s  t r i c k  can stop anyone who w ant s  to  e m i g r a t e :  each  one  has  rem a i n i n g  
r e l a t i v e s .  The S o v i e t s  present t h i s  t r i c k  as h i g h l y  moral c a r e  for  those who 
stay.  In r e a l i t y  i t  i s  a  k i n d  o f  med ieva l  se r fdom :  g r ow n - u p  pe r s o n  d e p e nd  o n  
g o od  w i l l  of t h e i r  r e la t i ve s .  
A l e x a n d e r ' s  w i f e  Anna f e e l s  h e r s e l f  g u i l t y :  i t ' s  because of her he c a n ' t  g o ,  a n d  
w i t h  h i m  a l s o  o u r  p a r e n t s ,  w h o  a r e  n ow  d i v i d e d  f r o m  m e  a n d  my f a m i l y .  In 
t h i s  desperate s i t u a t i o n  she d e c i d e d  to s t a r t  an u n l i m i t e d  h u n g e r  s t r i k e  f r o m  
O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  t h o u g h  s h e  i s  a  n u r s i n g  m o t h e r .  
I  t h i n k  i t  ne ce s s a r y  t o  me nt i on  he r e  o ne  m o r e  f ac t ,  c on n ect e d  w i t h  m y  b ro t h e r  and 
showing an  ominous aspect  of  new S o v i e t  p o l i c y  towards J e w i s h  e m i g r a t i o n .  In t h e  
o f f i c i a l  d a i l y  "Izvestiya" from September 18 an e d i t o r i a l  was publ ished,  ment ion ing   
J e w i s h  r e f u s e n i k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  my brother .  I t  is  s a i d  t h a t  J e w i s h  r e f u s e n i k  
a c t i v i s t s  a r e  p a i d  agents of world Z i o n i s t  centers and Western s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  
use them for  a n t i - s o v i e t  p ropaganda .   W e  don ' t  r em em ber  s uch  charges  in  S ov iet  
o f f i c i a l  o f  so  h i g h  a  r ank  a f t e r  Schar ans ky  case .  
L et  m e  m ak e  a  f i n a l  r em ar k .  A f t e r  s o  m a ny  y e a r s  o f  s t a g n at i on  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  
e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  U S S R  i t  i s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  w e  a r e  h a pp y  t o  se e  l i t t l e  
p rog r e s s .   B u t  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  p e r m it  ou r s e l v e s  t o  be  on l y  e m o t i o n a l .  W e  sho u ld  be  
a l s o  r a t i o n a l  eno ugh  no t  t o  r educe  ou r  s t and ar ds .  
I  ap p l y  t o  t h e  m e m b er s  o f  E u r o pe a n  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  w or k  h a r d  a n d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h i s  h i g h l y  respected International  body and in t h e  countr ies  they 
represent  to  h e l p  t h e  J e w i s h  n a t i o n a l  movement  in  t h e  USS R: t o  p r e v e n t  n e w  f a l s e  
ch a r g e s  a nd  a r r e s t s ;  t o  l e t  t h e  f o r m e r  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  r e f u se n i ks  g o  no w  
an d  n o t  i n  5  m o r e  ye a r s ,  a s  i t  w i l l  b e  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e ;  t o  l e t  a l l  t ho se  w h o  
w ant  t o  l ea v e  t h e  US S R  do  so,  and to  do  so  w i t h  d i g n i t y  and w i t h o u t  harassments.   
The S o v i e t s  s h o u l d n ' t  be  r ecogn ized  by  t h e  Fr ee  w o r l d  as  equa l  and  c r e d i b l e  
par tner s  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  t hese  goa ls  w ou ld  be  a c h i e v e d .  How  c an  W est e rn  dem ocr a t i c  
c o u n t r i e s  p o s s i b l y  t a k e  par t  in  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on Human R i g h t s  in  
Moscow , as  r e c e n t l y  p roposed by  t h e  Soviet  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  as long as t h e  problem we 
speak about, w h i c h  is a problem of basis Human R i g h t s  is  so f a r  f r o m  being solved? 

Let me thank  the  members  o f  t h e  Inte rgroup  for  t h e  Soviet  Jewry in  t h e  European 
Parliament for t h e i r  h i g h l y  important a c t i v i t y  in support of  the J e w i s h  e m i g r a t i o n  
from t h e  USSR.  Though we don't always see immediate r e s u l t ,  scorning from Moscow I 
c an  t e s t i f y  i t  h a s  tremendous impact on resolving our d i f f i c u l t  and painful 
s i t u a t i o n .  I ' m  personally grateful to  a l l  those,  who  supported  our  s t r u g g l e ,  for  my 
coming out  to  Israe l .  I 'm  he re  a lso  bec ause  of  you r  e f fo r ts .  L et 's  go  ahead  and he lp  
o thers  who are s t i l l  there. 

Thank You. 
I 'm w i l l i n g  to answer the questions if  there are. 

 


